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Dean Dirnectorn Colby:

This is to confim that you will be making an appearance at the annual Convention
of the International PLatform Association (Augus £ 4-8, 1975). Yowr appearance
Will be at the Sheraton Paxk Hotef on Woodley Road, NW, Washington, D.C. from the
houns 04 8:40-9:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 5, 1975. This time should include the
question and answ erntod 4§ one L6 desined.

PLease repornt £ e Press Room (Delaware Suite) o4 the Sheraton Park Hotel at
Least a half-ho efone you are scheduled Lo go on.

In ondern £o maximize the publicity incident o your appearance, AL Ls suggested
that someone in your office contact our Washington publicity counsel, Ernest
Wittenberg of Ernest Wittenberg Associates, Ine., 1616 H Stneet, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20006, telephone 202/783-2080 and be sure that his office and ouns have
pletures, bios, etc.

The matter of whether speakerns, particularly those grom out of Lown, would Like %o
have special appearances arvuanged for them with the Local TV and nadio media
duning thein stay in Washington should be discussed with Mn, Wittenberg, as
should the pros and cons of calling a press conference. 1% goes without saying
that such TV and radio appearances can be awranged only if the subject matter of
the speaker's appearance before the IPA is of substantial public interest. Such
appearances are usually in the form of Lnterview phograms.

Those planning to be in the city of Washington the agternoon and evening o4
Monday, August 4, are invited o a cocktail bufget (5:30 - 7:00) at Washington's
Metrnopolitan Club on 17th § H St., N.W. Those guests who wish to are then privi-
Leged to attend the Welcoming Party which officially opens up this summen's TPA
Convention. 1t will be in the Park Ballroom of Washington's Sheraton Park Hotel
on Woodley Rd., N.W. and will start at §:00 p.m.

Forn those not familian with the Local ground nules of the IPA Convention and of
the Lecture platfonm, the differences between Platgorm and other news disseminating
media are significant. We are enclosing an anticke wiitten about the IPA by the
Late national columnist Drew Pearnson, which will be of interest to speakers who
have not already seen Lf.
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Although most of the speakers on the IPA Convention progham have had extensive
platfonm experience, it is a common fault of even some 0f the best of them %o
focus theirn presentation 40 much on the audience in front of them that they
sometimes fend to fonget the vastly gheater audience that wilk hear their remasks
second and thind and fourth hand if the speaker actually aims at this greaten
secondarny audience. In ondern to play safe, we are sending Zhis suggestion to akl
convention speakens, regaudless of their background and experience.

In onder Zo get the maximum public effect from a presentation at the IPA Convention
it Wikl contruibute to its gheaten dissemination if a speaker can cast At in such

a way as to generate conversation pieces involving his on her thesis which will
motivate the progham chairmen and onganization officials Lin ithe IPA audience Lo go
back to hundreds of Locations atl over the United States and nepeat to the membership
of the organizations and audiences they represent those statements and viewpoints
they found to be particularly interesting. A good quote, a catchy phrase, an
imaginative idea, a stantling proposal, an interesting viewpoint, a piece 0f
selevant humor, okl tend to give "Legs" Lo one's presentation and can greatly
incnease the aggregate public effect of one's nemarks by augmenting the size o4
the audience wltimately touched by 4if.

Histony is §ull of such self-propelling statements and many of our VIPs of the
past are remembesred as much by such statements as they are by anything else.
"Speak s0§tly and carny a big siick;". . "Damn the torpedoes...;".. Mlagayette, we
arne here;"... "Beware of foreign entanglements;" ... "ALL men aie created equal;"...
Lincoln's famous counter-quote Lo the Genenal who said..."my headquarterns are An
the saddle;"..."his headquarters are where his hindquarters should be;"...Caesan's
"Yeni, vidi, viel;"... "I§ we don'Z all hang together, we will all hang separately;". ..
Churchill's "the soft underbelly of the Axis;".. . Khushchev's "corn 45 sausdage on
a stick;"...ete...ad Lnginitum,

Ouwr TPA audience members have without question heand mone speeches by gamous men
and women than any other audience in the nation. As o result, they are more than
averagely intenested in gacts and ideas and solutions and predictions, because £t
is thein job to talk about them and reportl on them when they get home. They may
admire the techniques of a top-4Light inspirational speaker, but if there 45
nothing fon them to quote back home, they wikl think "another William J ennings
Bryan", who was known to the Platform as the "Boy Onaton of the PRatte" because
the Platte River was a mike wide and only a foot deep. Our famous IPA gounder,
Daniel Websten, with his theatrics and onatornical gestunes and his tendency Lo
Leave out facts, would now have them saying back home, "He made a great speech but
I just can't remember what he said".

1 am Looking fowward with great pleasure to gheeting you at owr TPA Convention.

oo

Dan TylLern Moore
Directon Genernal

DTM:dm
Enclosure
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THE INTERNATIONAL PLATFORM ASSOCIATION
WHERE PUBLIC OPINION IS CRYSTALIZED
By

Drew Pearson - July 26, 1969

I am always astonished at the speed with which news travels by word of mouth
in nations where news is rigidly censored. Stalin's death easily jumpéd cen-
sorship and by word of mouth alone, by rumor and high level gossip, swiftly
blanketed the U.S.S.R. before the official announcement.

The swift dissemination of news by radio, T.V. and newspaper in the U. S.
blinds us to the fact that, because of the telephone, and the extent to which
Americans travel, this same process of verbal communication goes on even
more swiftly here. The news media give us current news but the public image
of a national figure or an idea is jelledonlyby millions of face-to-face conver-
sations between human beings.

The effect of each such conversation is enormously enhanced if one partici-
pant is respected and can state he or she actually saw and heard a certain
national figure face to face, or even talked to a person who saw him. Itis in
fact this high level gossip, the "I see what you mean and like what you tell me
about that person,' sort of conversation, repeated innumerable times by local
opinion makers, that eventually crystalizes a political figure's national image.
‘More and more top level public figures are learning how to tapthemselves in-
to this power,

The U.S., where everything is packaged for convenience of the consumer, is
the only nation that has not only packaged this critically important high level
talk, and influence, and rumor mechanism, but has even packaged a massive
trade association with close to 10,000 members to effectuate it. ( Since this
was writtenthe membership has risento almost twelve thousand, in November,

1972.)

Every summer in July, the International Platform Association atits Washing-
ton, D. C. Convention, sets up channels for routing hundreds of important
statements, and ideas, and usable quotes, from the many top national figures
who speak at this convention down through its Platform orators, lecturers,
commentators, and prografn chairmen, to millions of listeners in thousands
of "Platform' audiences throughout the U. S.
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This unique organization of top flight platform speakers, andthe local program
chairmen who control the budgets with which to paythem to appear before their
audiences, has among its members thousands of lecturers, columnists, TV
and radio commentators, program chairmen, organization members and other

persons who '"moonlight' in the lecture business. Always eager for material,
by the weird multiplication mathematics of the Platform, they keep retelling

catchy quotes and ideas made by speakers at their IPA annual Washington con-
gress to innumerable audiences aggregating millions of individuals for months
after the statements have been made,

Included among these program chairmen and members of local groups are the
brass hats in hundreds of U, S, cities and towns, the organization activists who
finance and run these local organizations in which American public opinion is
crystalized, These include women's clubs, service clubs, executive clubs,
foreign affairs councils, dinner, and knife and fork clubs, conventions, forums,
seminars, conferences, and college and school assemblies, and many other
types of organizations set up for a variety of purposes,

Most of these have as common denominators only the facts that they have ac-
tive members who can and will pay dues to support some group objectives, and
that one or more of their members arelikely to be members of the Internation-
al Platform Association. :

The members of such local Platform organizations are much more than aver-
age interested in airing national issues and affairs in their own horne areas.
They use their annual IPA congress in Washington at the end of July to help
them decide what national figures are most worth hearing and believing and
presenting to their home audiences, and what national issues are most impor-
tant vis-a-vis these thousands of audiences all set up and waiting to be talked
to at the local level.

An interesting corollary to. the above is the fact that a significant percentage
of all the delegates to both the Democratic and the Republican national conven-
tions both in 1964 and 1968 were International Platform Association members,

The IPA has more thanlived up to thebrilliant conception of its original found-
ers Daniel Webster and Josiah Holbrook and of the old-time orators, Teddy
Roosevelt, (the Godfather of present IPA Director General Dan Moore, ) Mark
Twain, President William Howard Taft, William Jennings Bryan, and Carl
Sandburg, under whose aegis IPA was reorganized at the beginning of this cen-
tury as a. mechanism for setting up groups in all local communities to finance
the importation of top level speakers,

It is estimated that over 65,000 appearances before audiences emerge every

year throughout the U, S, out of the IPA annual congress and its mermnbership.
A catchy phrase or provocative idea delivered by a VIP guest speaker before
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this unique Platform audience of professionals and semi-professionals looking
for material "out of the horse's mouth" is, by the elaborately structured verb-
al multiplication system mentioned above, repeated to thousands of audiences
both live, TV and radio over the months between IPA conventions on a "I heard
it myself and believe he is right" basis.

Instead of being dissipated in a day or.two like a newspaper release, this mul-
tiplying effect goes on in the form of thousands of verbal time fuses burning
for months out of the mouths of speakers who are usually more than proud to
say that they had personal contact with the national figures quoted at their IPA

congress,

Inasmuch as a good percentage of all speakers booked to speak before organi-
zations at the local level are then quoted in the local press and make personal
appearances on local TV and radio stations as an adjunct to their appearance,
their aggregate exposure in allmedia overthe twelve months between IPA con-
ventions is formidable. It emerges as considerably more so when itis consid-
ered that all that is necessary to feed an individual or an idea or a quote into
this nationwide verbal communication engine that touches all news media is an
appearance on the stage by the right person sometime during the five - day
Washington summer conference of the IPA. ~

The unprecedented and increasing number of national figures on the IPA con-
ference program over the past few years is evidence of recognition at toplevel
that an individual having a stake in the public image of an idea or in his own
public image vis-a-vis such an idea, can be substantially benefited by risking
an hour of yearlytime budget to be one of the some fifteen national figures who
make a personal appearance before this highly vocal cross section of verbal
opinion molders,

If the presentation is made by one of those fortunates who uses quotable state-
ments that can be easily picked up and retailed by the platform speakers and
program chairmen present, the cumulative effect in thousands of appearances
over the next twelve months can be as startling as is the fact that so largea
percentage of the persons in this special category can be contacted in one hall
by one person with one speech,

Another reason why these thousands of audiences with their millions of listen-
ers that make up the American Platform are unusually efficient at crystalizing
the national public image of an individualor an idea is the fact that the average
listener in each of these myriads of audiences would not even be sitting and
listening in the local hall if he or she was not unusually interested and active.
Attending such meetings takes time and costs money, The average organiza-
tion of this type meets from five to fifty times each year, a substantial com-
mitment of time. The listeners are therefore composed largely of local brass
hats of both major political parties, the political and business and professional
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"doers'" who more than anyother group, mold public opinion regionallythrough-
out the U, S,

If a person is unusually important politically, businesswise, professionally,

.or in fact for almost any reason, he or she is likely to belong to one or more

local organizations that put paid speakers in front of their audiences. These
are the same speakers who, because of the sharp competition for profitable
lecturebookings, are always on a frantic search for authentic speech material.
As mentioned above they pick up a goed percentage of their quotes and ideas
from the top speakers, usually men high in nationaland political life, that they
hear on the platform at the IPA Washington Convention each July.)

¥ o
o

Tta-IPA is non partisan and non political and, on its many year old theory
thz%it should maintain an impartial forum, adopts no cause however worthy.
AltHough it makes no attempt to be an exclusive organization, and in fact takes
pafffs to be sure its membership extends down to the grass roots, it none the
lesg has one of the most distinguished rosters of any in the nation, one that
caff_ﬁ_‘bt fail to affect any national issue or personality that is brought into con-
tactEwith its peculiarly focused machinery.
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